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terms with her first experience with death and discovering “that death
catches you completely,” leaving you powerless. In “Daughter’s
weakness,” a daughter tries to comfort her speechless father who is
struggling with the death of the mother. On the other hand, a letter in
“The last letter to my mother” brings back memories of problematic
choices made in youth in the midst of her mother’s health crisis. This
part closes with two very strong poems. The first is for her grandmother
and it is an acknowledgement of the strength of that incredible woman,
who forged ahead during the Great Depression. The second concludes
that something is watching over her, “Like a promise made as a child,
whatever that is / I am paying attention, and I am listening.”
“Evening” is the third part. Here, we find a female voice that is
centered, thinking, “Just listen. Be quiet / And see what your body
comes up with.” She looks back at her experiences and different facets
and roles that we have in our lives. Evening is a celebration of the past:
“Lucky some days, not so lucky other days.” She looks back at her
relationships, some developed in secret. She gives particular attention
to the women that have crossed paths with her; they are like surrogates
for a mother who is no longer present. Jules is an old roommate with
whom she shared incredible times, but it is also clear that time changes
people and now they are in different places. Mom-Tana receives an old
picture that brings back memories. Aunt Flossie dazzles with her magic
tricks, while the hand that is missing three fingers marks a hard life,
and horrifies. Victory, or Vicky, tries to fit in. There are also several
poems that stem from a trip Borges Accardi made to Prague and the
experiences that she had there, from moments of inspiration to
arguments. Finally, several of the poems are directly connected to
music: Miles Davis, Chopin—these are the soundtrack of a very
particular life.

Borges Accardi takes life's superb moments and shares them in
every poem. She is candid and loving, bright, and funny. She writes a
life that is not always pleasant, that gives us agony and grief as much as
it gives us happiness, but in Borges Accardi’s work what is most
important is making our way through, even if bruised, but always

unbroken and better.

Luis Gongalves
Princeton University
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